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and occasionally much more, before they came to hand.
In any part of Europe they would have remained to-
gether, but it was believed that a tropical climate
would be fatal to Lady Minto and could not be other-
wise than most injurious to the constitutions of her
young daughters. The question therefore of their
going out to India was never discussed. On the
following day he wrote again, reviewing the reasons
which weighed with him for and against acceptance
of the appointment, and ending thus: fi There is
the hope of becoming the instrument of great and
extensive good. I do not include among the attrac-
tions of this object its greatness and splendour; for
I am sure you will believe me when I say that sort
of ambition is no longer new enough to me to captivate
my imagination, and that, on the contrary, all that
belongs to splendour is a real fatigue and annoyance
to me. But most of all I hope you are firmly convinced
that no personal passion, such as ambition, could weigh
a single grain in the balance against the love I bear
you, my affection for the children, and the delight with
which I have been looking forward to a greater share
of your and their company than I have had for many
years, and the real wretchedness with which I look to this
separation, so much greater in point of time and dis-
tance than any former absence. Amongst the allevia-
tions of such evils I should think of John, and of his
living with me. Possibly Greorge might carry me out,
.and William say I am a nice old fellow, as he did of